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Department Website: http://geography.uchicago.edu

Program of Study
The discipline of geography contributes to an understanding of society by exploring the Earth's environment and its
interactions with human life, by inquiring into cultures and societies from the perspective of area study, and by investigating
problems of spatial organization. The BA program in geographical studies offers a distinctive focus for general education
and provides a background both for advanced specialization in the discipline and for study in other fields. Solid grounding
in modern geography can lead to careers in government service, environmental consulting, marketing, publishing, planning,
and teaching at all levels.

Program Requirements
The BA degree in geographical studies calls for the satisfactory completion of eleven courses, at least eight of which
must be in geographical studies. These include the orientation course (GEOG 20000 Orientation Seminar); an introduction to
Geographic Information Systems/GIS (GEOG 28201 Intro to Geographic Information Systems); the senior seminar (GEOG
29800 Senior Seminar); and at least eight additional geography courses, up to three of which may be in approved related
fields. A BA thesis is prepared in connection with the senior seminar.

Summary of Requirements
GEOG 20000
Orientation Seminar
GEOG 28201
Intro to Geographic Information Systems
Eight additional geographical studies courses; up to three may be in approved related fields
GEOG 29800
Senior Seminar
BA thesis
Total Units

Grading
All courses counted toward the geographical studies major must be taken for quality grades.

Research Grants
Geographical studies students may apply for small grants from the Ada Espenshade Wrigley Fund in support of
extraordinary expenses connected with research leading to their BA thesis.

Honors
Honors are awarded to students with an overall GPA of 3.0 or higher who submit a BA thesis that is judged to be
outstanding.

Awards
Each year the Committee on Geographical Studies nominates fourth-year students for an Outstanding Senior in
Geography Award from the Illinois Geographical Society and an Award for Excellence from the National Council for
Geographic Education and the Association of American Geographers.
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Font Notice
This document should contain certain fonts with restrictive licenses. For this draft, substitutions were made using less legally
restrictive fonts. Specifically:
Times was used instead of Trajan.
Times was used instead of Palatino.
The editor may contact Leepfrog for a draft with the correct fonts in place.
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