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Program of Study
The program in Religious Studies introduces students to the academic study of religion. Students in Religious Studies
learn how to think, talk, and write about religion in a way that is well-informed, rigorously critical, and responsibly engaged.
The study of religion investigates the way human societies construct practices, seek meanings, and pose questions about
their world. These investigations may be constructive, cultural, and/or historical. Since it touches all facets of human
experience, the study of religion is a crucial conversation partner with other fields of study and draws on the entire range
of humanistic and social scientific disciplines. Students in the program are able to explore numerous religious traditions,
including Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, and Judaism, and are exposed to the sources, problems, methods, and
methodologies of our diverse areas of study, including Biblical and Historical Studies; Ethics, Theology, and the Philosophy
of Religions; as well as History of Religions, Anthropology, Sociology, and Religion and Literature. The interests of our
students may be descriptive, explanatory, and/or normative.

Program Requirements
A major in Religious Studies consists of twelve courses, including one introductory course and a two-quarter senior
seminar. It is preferable that students consult the Director of Undergraduate Studies and declare their major in Religious
Studies before the end of their second year. Students and the Director of Undergraduate Studies will work together to create
a program of study. The goal is to develop depth in one area so that a satisfactory BA paper will be written in the fourth year.
Students are encouraged to explore more than one religious tradition in their courses.
Students with permission to enroll in graduate Divinity courses may count these toward the major. Students who wish
to receive credit in the major for non-departmental courses must submit a petition to the Director of Undergraduate Studies.
Such requests are decided on a case-by-case basis. NOTE: The Office of the Dean of Students in the College must also
approve the transfer of all courses taken at institutions other than those in which students are enrolled as part of a study
abroad program that is sponsored by the University of Chicago. For more information, visit Examination Credit and Transfer
Credit.

Introductory Course
Students in Religious Studies are required to take RLST 10100 Introduction to Religious Studies. It need not precede
other course work in the major, but students are advised to have completed it by the end of their second year. It will typically
be offered every year during Autumn Quarter. This course will introduce students to some of the central themes in Religious
Studies; its particular focus will vary according to the interests of the individual instructor.

Course Distribution
Religion is expressed in many forms throughout the world's cultures, and the academic study of religion therefore
requires multiple perspectives on its subject. Students of religion should have some knowledge of the historical development
of specific religious traditions, understand and critically engage the ethical and intellectual teachings of various religions,
and begin to make some comparative appraisals of the roles that religions play in different cultures and historical periods.
To introduce students to these multiple perspectives on religion and to provide a sense of the field as a whole, students are
required to take at least one course in each of the following areas. To identify the areas, refer to the RLST number range (see
below).
A. Historical Studies in Religious Traditions: courses that explore the development of particular religious traditions,
including their social practices, rituals, scriptures, and beliefs in historical context (RLST 11000 through 15000, 20000
through 22900).
B. Constructive Studies in Religion: courses that investigate constructive or normative questions about the nature and
conduct of human life that are raised by religious traditions, including work in philosophy of religion, ethics, and theology
(RLST 23000 through 25900).
C. Cultural Studies in Religion: courses that introduce issues in the social and cultural contingencies of religious
thought and practice by emphasizing sociological, anthropological, and literary-critical perspectives on religion, and by
raising comparative questions about differing religious and cultural traditions (RLST 26000 through 28900).

Senior Seminar and BA Paper
The two-quarter senior sequence (RLST 29800 BA Paper Seminar and RLST 29900 BA Paper) will assist students with
the preparation of the required BA paper. During May of their third year, students will work with the preceptor to choose a
faculty adviser and a topic for research, and to plan a course of study for the following year. These must be approved by the
Director of Undergraduate Studies. Students will take part in the BA Paper Seminar convened by a preceptor during Autumn
and Winter Quarters. This seminar will allow students to prepare their bibliographies, hone their writing, and present their
research. Students will register for RLST 29800 BA Paper Seminar in the Autumn Quarter and for RLST 29900 BA Paper in
the Winter Quarter. The BA paper will be due the second week of Spring Quarter. The length is typically between thirty and
forty pages, with the upward limit being firm.
This program may accept a BA paper or project used to satisfy the same requirement in another major if certain
conditions are met and with the consent of the other program. Approval from both departments is required. Students should
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consult with the departments by the earliest BA proposal deadline (or by the end of their third year, if neither program
publishes a deadline). A consent form, to be signed by both departments, is available from the College adviser. It must be
completed and returned to the College adviser by the end of Autumn Quarter of the student's year of graduation.

Grading
Religious Studies majors must receive quality grades in all courses in the major. With consent of instructor, nonmajors
may take Religious Studies courses for P/F grading. Faculty will determine the criteria that constitute a Pass.

Honors
Honors are awarded by the Divinity School's Committee on Undergraduate Studies. Students who write senior papers
deemed exceptional by their faculty advisers will be eligible for consideration for graduation with honors. To be considered
for honors, students must also have a 3.5 GPA or higher in the major and a 3.25 GPA or higher overall.

Summary of Requirements
RLST 10100
Introduction to Religious Studies
One course in historical studies in religious traditions
One course in constructive studies in religion
One course in cultural studies in religion
Six additional courses in Religious Studies
RLST 29800
BA Paper Seminar
RLST 29900
BA Paper

100
100
100
100
600
100
100
1200

Total Units

Minor Program in Religious Studies
The minor in Religious Studies requires a total of seven courses. RLST 10100 Introduction to Religious Studies is
required of all minors. The remaining six courses should be chosen to reflect a broad understanding of the academic study
of religion. Of these six, students must take at least one course in each of our three areas of study [Historical Studies (A),
Constructive Studies (B), and Cultural Studies (C)]. Courses in the minor may not be double-counted with the student's
major(s) or with other minors, and may not be counted toward general education requirements. Courses in the minor must be
taken for quality grades, and more than half of the requirements for the minor must be met by registering for courses bearing
University of Chicago course numbers.
The student must complete a substantial (at least 10–15 pages) paper or project. This work should engage critically with
primary source materials and exemplify methodological sophistication in the study of religion, and should earn a grade no
lower than B-. It is expected that this paper will normally be written as part of the student's course work for the minor. The
Director of Undergraduate Studies will approve the paper for fulfillment of this requirement.
Students who elect the minor program in Religious Studies must meet with the Director of Undergraduate
Studies before the end of Spring Quarter of their third year to declare their intention to complete the minor. Consent to
complete a minor forms are available from the student’s College adviser or online at https://college.uchicago.edu/sites/
college.uchicago.edu/files/attachments/consent_minor_program.pdf.

Sample Program
The following group of courses would satisfy a minor in Religious Studies:
RLST 10100
RLST 11004
RLST 21801
RLST 23603
RLST 23900
RLST 22505
RLST 26800
Total Units

Introduction to Religious Studies
Introduction to the Hebrew Bible
Religion and Society in the Middle Ages
Cosmos and Conscience: Looking for Ourselves Elsewhere
Buddhist Thought in India and Tibet
Histories of Japanese Religion
The Mahabharata in English Translation

100
100
100
100
100
100
100
700
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Font Notice
This document should contain certain fonts with restrictive licenses. For this draft, substitutions were made using less legally
restrictive fonts. Specifically:
Times was used instead of Trajan.
Times was used instead of Palatino.
The editor may contact Leepfrog for a draft with the correct fonts in place.

